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JOHN HERRING and DESCENDANTS

John HERRING, born about 1620 in England, came to Virginia about 
1641 and married a Marjorie.

He died abt 1672 in Isle of Wright, Virginia. From his will, which was 
proved in court on 10 June 1672, he named a child, John 
WHITFIELD. Possibly this John was a nephew and an indication that 
Marjorie possibly was a WHITFIELD. From John's will and other land 
records, we believe that John & Marjorie had a son named Anthony. It 
is possible, however, that Anthony was a son of an earlier marriage of 
John HERRING; however, that is speculation. No record has been 
found of an earlier marriage.[3]

Issue of John HERRING, b abt 1620, d abt 1672 & Marjorie 
(WHITFIELD, speculative) born Isle of Wright, VA :

Anthony HERRING (John 1), b 1648 in Isle of Wight Co., VA, d 1715 
Isle of Wight Co., VA; m Rebecca WEST abt. 1677 in Isle of Wight 
Co., VA

John was born about 1607. He passed away about 1672.

3, John Herrings Will

In the name of GOD Amen I being in good & perfect memory first I 
commit my body to the Earth & into the hands of Almighty GOD & 
Savior Jesus Christ. Give unto my Son Anthony Herring two steers of 
four years old a piece and a Cow of three years called Brantie, and 
one heifer of two years old with a shiftily face, one small flock bed, a 
flock pillow for it, one Iron pot of three or four gallons, one small 
fowling piece(lightweight gun for shooting birds, firing small pellets), 
three dishes & one pewter bison, one candlestick, one pewter flogger 
pot & three pewter spoons, one white earthen salsellor, and one sow 
of three quarters of a year old. I give my son Anthony three barrels of 
tar. After the debt are paid I give unto my son Anthony herring half the 
crop of tobacco, a small chest to put his clothes in. I give & bequeath 
all the rest of my whole Estate both in and removable, within doors & 
or without that is or shall be called or known to be mine, unto my 
beloved wife Margorie Herring. I give unto the child John Whitfield, 
one heifer one year old. John Herring

John Vickars Ambrose Bennett Thomas Grosse Edward Lassiter, Jr. 
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Title

Land grant 20 November 
1683.

Creator

Wright, George. grantee. 

Creation Date

1683 - 1120

Description

Location: Isle of Wight 
County.

Grantee(s): Wright, 
George and Wright, Thos. 
.

Description: 100 acres of 
land or thereabouts. 
Escheat land which Captn. 
John Upton died, seized 
of.

Source: Land Office 
Patents No. 7, 1679-1689 
(v.1 & 2 p.1-719), p. 320 
(Reel 7).

DB 6, page 319

About Thomas Wright, of Isle of Wight
Biography
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Wright-30241

Thomas Wright was born around 1620. He lived in Isle of Wight County, Virginia, and died in 1663.

Thomas Wright witnessed the May 17,1656 will of Robert Dunster.[3]

Elizabeth ( Gibbs?) married Thomas Wright. After he died she married Cornelius Scully in 1667.[1] Thomas GRIFFIN exonerates 
Cornelius SKULLY from all legacies due my wife Ann bequeathed unto her by will of her father, Thomas WRIGHT, predecessor of 
Cornelius SCULLY, Nov. 5, 1666.[2]

Children of Thomas Wright & Elizabeth [Gibbs]

1. Thomas Wright ca 1646 – 1701 Isle of Wight Co
married Elizabeth Williams she appears to be the daughter of John Williams Sr will1692 I O W

2. Anne Wright ca 1648 –
married 1st 1665 Thomas Griffen died 1670 Isle of Wight Co,VA
married 2nd 1671 John Edwards died 1677 Isle of Wight Co, VA
married 3rd 1677 William Relison
married 4th 1682 James Tullagh

3. Elizabeth Wright ca 1650 – 1727 I of W
married 1666 William Godwin ca 1646 – 1719 Isle of Wight Co, VA

4. George Wright ca 1653 – 1702
married Violet ? (she married 2nd John Driver)[7]

Wright, Thomas by will appointed Elizabeth Wright his relict Extr. Probate requested 18 Feb 1663; recorded 25 March 1664. Security: 
George Empso n, John Asque[4]

Whereas George Wright orphant hath made choice of Edward Gibbs Godfather to the said George to be his guardian. It is ordered that 
the said orphant . .. .Cornelius Scully who married the Mother of the said George or when . . . 10 Sept 1666 Isle of Wight County ct.[5]

Receipt signed with the X mark of William Goodwin sixth day of Sept 1666 a quits Cornelius Scully of any additional liability in a bequest 
in Thomas Wright's will to his daughte Elizabeth Wright, William's wife. [6]

Sources
(Isle of Wight, Vol. 1:420, "Underwood Family of Virginia," Augusta B. Fothergill, The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. 
XXXVIII, 1930, pp. 267-270, 386-393; Vol. XXXIX, 1931, pp. 70-75, 167-173, 272-276; XL, 1932, pp. 91-95; Reprinted in Genealogy of 
Virginia Families, Vol. V, GPC, Baltimore, 1981, pp. 601-635
Seventeenth Century Isle of Wight Boddie page 584 <GoogleBooks>
Wills and Administrations of Isle of Wight County, Virginia, 1647-1800 – Blanche Adams Chapman page 74 <GoogleBooks>
Isle of Wight County Probate Records
Isle of Wight County Probate Records
Isle of Wight County Probate Records
https://sallysfamilyplace.com/thomas-wright-elizabeth-gibbs/

13 Sep 1644: Margaret had married John Upton by 13 Sep 1644 when "Captain 
John Upton and Margaret his wife" sold to John Mason, land patented by Upton 
adjoining William Wright, John Leveredge and John Herring[1] One William 
Wright is seated in Isle of Wight, near Robert Dunstan in 1647.[2] DB I,    IOW,  1688-1704, p 39      Hopkins

p 123   Hopkins

Anthony Herring relocates to near the Blackwater river...
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JOHN DAVIS, 200 acres, 30 June 1664.  L.P. beg. at a Point of land called the Goatpen Neck at the mouth 
of Taberer’s Cr. running up Pagan Cr. to mouth of Hudnall’s cr. including Butchers island, up Hudnalls Cr. 
to land of Thomas Elmes, along same and land of Wm. Dawson to Taberers Cr.  formerly called Hutchinsons
Cr. for trans. 4 pers.

JOHN MASON, 450 acres, Mar. 30, 1647.  Upon the main 
head of the lower bay formerly granted to Wm. Mills 10 Feb. 
1643.

Title

Land grant 10 February 1643.

Creator

Mills, William. grantee. 

Creation Date

1643 - 0210

Description

Location: Isle of Wight County.

Description: 450 acres upon 
the main head of the Lower 
Bay Creek upon certain 
beaver dams.

Source: Land Office Patents 
No. 2, 1643-1651, p. 2 (Reel 
2).
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Title

Land grant 20 October 
1665.

Creator

Francis, Ann. grantee. 

Creation Date

1665 - 1020

Description

Location: Nansemond 
County.

Grantee(s): Francis, 
Elizabeth; Ann; and 
Susanna the orphans of 
Thomas Francis 
Deceased.

Description: 900 acres.

Source: Land Office 
Patents No. 5, 1661-1666 
(v.1 & 2 p.1-369), p. 563 
(Reel 5).
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To this list of ministers might be added the names of Robert Bracewell, who died in Isle of Wight about 
1667, and of Robert Dunster, who died in 1656. The Southside counties had many dissenters among their 
population. Col. Byrd attributed the fact to the low grade of tobacco grown in those counties, which rendered 
the support of a competent clergy difficult and precarious. At an early day a considerable Puritan party 
developed, at the head of whom were the brothers, Richard and Philip Bennett, who had settled in 
Nansemond county. 

Robert Dunster
appears to be
the minister that 
Robert Bracewell
replaced...

Robert
Dunster

born earlier than 1620?

d. 1656

the
John Wright of
Nansemond
apperas to be a
Captain...


