
Robert Evans

NARRATIVE: Thomas Bray was issued
516 acres of land on 15 Aug 1715 in
Chowan County, located "W. side of
Chowan river". This was recorded in
Land Patent Book 8 page 283 as
Chowan County Grant # .

Alerts:Archivist Notes at bottom

From PATENT BOOK

Issued: 15 Aug 1715

County: Chowan

Book: 8 pg: 283

From WARRANT / PLAT

Entered: (no date)

Other Identifiers:

File no.: 972

MARS: 12.14.46.948

Subjects (in archivist order):

Bray, Thomas

Chowan River

begin x   WS Chowan River
corner Simon Benson
N 40 E 320 to mouth of old town Creek
S 6 E 272 to Pollock corner
SSE 320
N 50 W 242
WNW 320 to 1st

Thomas
Bray

516 ac
1715

x corner
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mouth
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C
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This patent is
"off"

somehow
(illogical)

John Bryan

526 acresCreek

Indian Town

Lawrence Mague

Lawrence Mague

WS Chowan River
...adjoing lands of

Edw. Taylor
and

Henry Barnes

Indian
Town
Creek

245 acres

Charles Farlow

Plantation of
Mr John White, Jr...
and Mr Wm. Doe

Farlow lived on the
East Side of Chowan River

...purchased of John Early and Mary his wife
by DeedIndian Town Creek

Taylor

516 acres

begin x   _ Taylor corner
WxN 320
NxW 258
ExN 280 along ye head Run
   that issues onto Chowan River
ExN 100 to the mouth of the Run
...down Chowan River 698? to 1st

begin x   _ Taylor corner
WxN 320
NxW 258
ExN 280 along ye head Run
   that issues onto Chowan River
ExN 100 to the mouth of the Run
...down Chowan River 698? {298 likely} to 1st

Thomas Bray
to

Lawrence Mague
a Sale

516 acres
1718

Bray to Mague a Deed
...where the sd Bray now lives
on Chowan River...

x
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head of Run that issues into Chowan River

Thomas Bray
to

Lawrence Mague
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1718

x

Taylor
corner

C
ho

w
an

 R
iv

er

mouyh 
of Run

head of Run that issues into Chowan River

Thomas Bray
to

Lawrence Mague
a Sale

516 acres
1718

Laurence Mague
to

John Howell
200 ac
1738

Howell's
Mill

Edward Bryan
Marriner / acting Executor

Selling land of 
Lawrence Mague

by deed from Thomas Bray 1718
to 

Thomas Slaughter
313 acres

1741

x

Taylor
corner

C
ho

w
an

 R
iv

er

mouyh 
of Run
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Thomas Bray
to

Lawrence Mague
a Sale

516 acres
1718
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Deeds 1722-1857; 
general index 1722-
1924  Deeds v. 
G 1744-1753

Image 507 of 588

BELL

BELL

BELL

begin x   mouth of John Howells Mill Swamp
so up the Run to a line of trees
so to corner for length 320 poles
then NW at head of land
then ExN 220 to head of Run that issues out of 
    Chowan River
then down Run to Chowan River
so down River to 1st

Elizabeth Gould
widow

to
John Butterton

316 acres
1752

"Land at John Howell's
Mill Swamp

on Chowan River"
(excepted out 1/2 acre

where the Mill now stands)

313 acres
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Deeds 1722-1857; 
general index 1722-
1924  Deeds 
v. F 1739-1743

Image 275 of 582

BELL

BELL

BELL

part of 516 acres

begin x   mouth  of John Howell's Mill Swamp
...up the run to a line of trees
along his line for length 320 poles
then NW to head of the Land
then E x N 220 to head of a Run
    that issues out of Chowan River
then down sd Run to Chowan River
...down Chowan River to 1st

Edward Bryan
Marriner / acting Executor

Selling land of 
Lawrence Mague

by deed from Thomas Bray 1718
to 

Thomas Slaughter
313 acres

1741

Edward Bryan
Marriner / acting Executor

Selling land of 
Lawrence Mague

by deed from Thomas Bray 1718
to 

Thomas Slaughter
313 acres

1741
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Deeds 1722-1857; 
general index 1722-
1924  
Deeds v. E 1736-
1739

Image 263/ 592

200 acres

Laurence Mague
to

John Howell
200 ac
1738

Laurence Mague
to

John Howell
200 ac
1738

begin x   corner Edward Taylor
W'ly 320
NxW along a line of trees
    to the head of a small branch
...along the run of the branch...to Chowan River
...River to 1st

from the
1718
patent

description

Note in later sales of this property
the leftover property changes back to
316 acres... 200 + 316= 516 acres

Chowan   DB 1, p 203

begin x   corner Edward Taylor
WxS 320
NxW 258
ExN 220 to head of run that issues
   out of Chowan River
ExN 100 down run to mouth
River to 1st

x
Edward Taylor corner

run
mouth

run C
how

an R
iver

James
Curlee
516 ac
1713

James Corlee
to

John Early
516 ac
1713

July 1

July 22

July 22

John Early
to

Robert Evans
516 ac
1713

sale

sa
le

Hofmann

Catalog Record

Item Number

Film/Digital Note

Real estate 
mortgages, 1878-
1960; deeds of trust, 
1881-1903; deeds, 
1699-1960; cross 
index to deeds, 
1695-1878  
Deeds v. W no. 1 
1699-1803

Image 155/762

begin x   Edward Taylor
thence WxS 320
NxW 258
ExN 220 to head of run
  that issues out of Chowan R.
ExN 100 to mouth of run
down Chowan River 258 to 1st

Same Land

Same Land

begin x   at Edward Taylor tree
WxS 320
NxW 258
ExN 220 to head of run that 
   issues out of Chowan River
ExN 100 to mouth of sd run
down Chowan River 258 to 1st

John Early
to

Robert Evans
516 ac
1713

1713      Patent   516 acres      James Corlee
                                                  Corlee sells to John Early
                                                  Early sells to Robert Evans

Patent does not ripen
1715      Patent (reissue)   516 ac     Thomas Bray (purchased of John Early)
1718                                           Bray sells to Lawrence Mague
1718      160 ac                          Edw. Taylor sells to John Bryan
1738      200 acre parcel           Mague sells to John Howell
1741      316 acre parcel           Mague Estate sells to Thomas Slaughter
1747      316 acre parcel           Slaughter sells to Gould
1752      316 acre parcel           Gould sells to Butterton

160 acres

...being the upper part on ye River &
joyning to Lawrence Mague

begin x at ye mouth of a small branch issuing out
    of Chowan River 
by a line of marked trees to the head line
...betwixt Edward Taylor & John Bryan
& so up the head line to corner & so down 
ye upper Side Line betwixt Law. Mague
    and Edward Taylor to the River
...down the River to 1st

Edward Taylor
to

John Bryan
160 acres

1718

Note these Metes & Bounds

Most of these are just various land deals between these players...  Indian Town Creek is East Side of Chowan River

Howell's
Mill
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BELL

begin x   WS Chowan River
   at mouth of a run 
( as divides the land ...wch was formerly
     James Curlees Now held by Lawrence Mague)

thence up a swamp WxN to a corner
thence along the head line ( for breadth) of 320 acres
thence  a Strait Course Down ...to River
then along River to 1st

Feb, 1739

Media White
to

John Perry
320 ac
1739
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Barns by
POA

"assigns"
320 acres

part of
640 acres
granted to
Thomas
Mann 1713

Mann
"assigned"
320 acres
to Henry

Barns
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Deeds 1722-1857; 
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Image 590 of 592

Henry Barns
sells 

320 acres
to

Media White

Thomas Bray
purchased of 

John Early/and or
Robert Evans

1718

Henry Barnes
to

Media White
320 acres

1739

This is the MILL property which went 
to Thomas Bryan (son of Edward Bryan
(the Mariner)

This Thomas Bryan
is a nephew to

John Bryan m Alice Mague

February 1730, Bertie Co., John Bryant of the Precinct of Bertie and County of Albemarle 
to Samuel Onvine [Onwine] for 100 pounds current money of NC, the land and plantation 
“whereon the sd. Jno. Bryan now lives,” 160 a. part of a tract which formerly belonged to 
Edward Taylor, "it being the upper part on the river," adjoining Lawrence Mague

- beginning at a gum standing at the mouth of a small branch that issues out of Chowan 
River, it being called the Middle Branch

- and so on a line of blased [blazed] trees to a little wood stump standing in the head line

- up the head line to the upper corner tree

- down the upper side line to the River

- down the River to the first station.

Singed Jno. Bryan, witnessed by Wm. Cranford & Wm. (mark) Keaton

John Bryant to "my trusty friend" Christian Heidleburgh, power of attorney to 
acknowledge the sale, 6 February 1730. Witnessed by Wm. (W) Gilbert & William (W) 
Keaton.

[Bertie County, North Carolina deed book C, p. 344-345, North Carolina State Archives, 
Raleigh ; digital images, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints [LDS], “Deeds 
v. C-D 1668-1739,” FSL film # 007510475, image # 353-354, FamilySearch (https://
familysearch.org: accessed 2024)].

- December 1730, Bertie Co., Lawrence Mague & John Bryant witnessed sale of William 
Gilbert to Samuel Mather.

So...John Bryant who married Alice Mague apparently lived on this piece of land until 6 
February 1730.

Traci Thompson, CG(sm)

17331730
BELL

..."on Chowan River...100 acres...on the Lower side
of a small Run below the Ferry Point Known by the
name of the Cotton Bottom   Thence upward for the
Quantaty Exprest   It being a part of 640 acres Granted
to Rich Booth by Patent and given by Will to his Daughter
Elizabeth Dunn & held by me [John Bryan] by a Deed
from her the said Elizabeth Dunn"

6/10/1740: Robert Warren owned land 
adjacent to 100 acres on the Chowan River 
below Ferry Point, known as Cotton Bottom, 
sold by David Dun, of Craven Co, to Thomas 
Hansford. Recorded in Bertie Co, NC Deed 
Book F, page 028. https://www.genealogy.com/forum/surnames/

topics/warren/8212/

BELL

The same vague land description was used when Samuel Onwine
sold the 160 acres in 1742.

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/McClendon-182

My friend Traci the Librarian kindly pointed out
to me that John Bryan apparently lived on this 
property until 1730.
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Thomas
Mann
640 ac
1713

Thomas Mann
to 

Edward Bryan
320 ac
1713

Thomas Mann
to 

Henry Barnes
320 ac
1713

Henry Barnes
to

Media White
320 acres

1739

Chowan "precinct"
WS Chowan River

Richard Booth 
to 

William Early
272 ac
1702

Richard Booth 
640 ac
ca 1700

Deep Branch

Widow sold to Th Bray
1716

John Bryan
to

John Glover
100 ac
1733

Chowan "precinct"
WS Chowan River

Richard Booth 
to 

William Early
272 ac
1702

Richard Booth 
640 ac
ca 1700

Deep Branch

Widow sold to Th Bray
1716

John Bryan
to

John Glover
100 ac
1733

Lewis Bryan

John Bryan
to

John Glover
100 ac
1733

brothers

the Bryans
owned

a piece of
ALL

these properties
and they were

Merchant
Mariners 


