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part of 516 acres

begin x   mouth  of John Howell's Mill Swamp
...up the run to a line of trees
along his line for length 320 poles
then NW to head of the Land
then E x N 220 to head of a Run
    that issues out of Chowan River
then down sd Run to Chowan River
...down Chowan River to 1st

Edward Bryan
Marriner / acting Executor

Selling land of 
Lawrence Mague

by deed from Thomas Bray 1718
to 

Thomas Slaughter
313 acres

1741

John Gray married Ann the daughter of Lewis 
“the Importer” Bryan and Elizabeth.

20 Sept 1745, Will of John Gray of Bertie, 
proved 16 Nov 1750. Wife, Anne.

Son John, lands in Northampton & 
Edgecombe. Son William under 21, 800 ac. 
Five youngest daughters: Barbara, 4 or 500 ac 
in Bertie, W side of Cashia River, Thomas 
Turners corner, joining her brother Wm; Anne; 
Lucretia, 200 ac lying in Craven joining Maules 
Branch; Amelia 250 ac in Bertie, Indian Woods; 
Louisa; Daughter Janet McKinzie and 
grandson John McKinzie. Appoint as 
Executors, my loving brother Edward Bryan
and loving nephew Thomas Whitmell Wit: 
David Gray, James Watson, Dugals/Dugald 
McKichan. (Thomas, son of Thomas Whitmell 
& Elizabeth Bryan. Elizabeth the sister of Anne 
the wife of John Gray)

The 1761 Will of Edward the Mariner Bryan

Edward Bryan, county of Bertie & province of NC, Will date 14 Mar 1761 (no proved date). “my 
Executors thereafter named to sell & dispose at their discretion my Sloop called the Tryll.” 
Nominated Exec: wife, Martha; William Gray; Edward Rafor/Bafor; Thomas Whitmell, Jr.

Children: Mary, Martha, Elizabeth, Ann, Sarah, Thomas, Jennet, Edward.

[note, the will copy found at FHL/FS does not have date will was proved but Ancestry.com does 
show the 3rd page with a codicil, date of 13 Nov 1761] Film # 007639707, image 246/709.

Martha West wife of Edward the Mariner Bryan

Martha Bryan of Bertie. Will date 22 May 1777, proved Aug Court 1777

Ch: Martha Bryan, Elizabeth Bryan, Ann Ryan, Sarah Baker, Janet Hill, Winniford Bryan.

Exec. William Gray Pugh, Jonathan Jacocks and son Thomas Bryan.

Wit: Jonh Jacocks, Elizabeth Jacocks. Film # 007639707, image 253/709.

Martha daughter of Thomas West and Martha Blount. NC Historical and Genealogical Register, 
Vol 1, Jan 1900, No 1.

Brothers: Edward (the Mariner) and Simon Bryan

Simon Bryan (will date 26 Nov 1751, proved May Court 1753 Bertie) is the brother of Edward 
Bryan (Will 1761 Bertie).

Simon, in his will, names wife Ann (his 3rd wife), son David and Brother Edward Bryan.

States “three children” naming only the one, David.

Martha Bryan, signing as a witness, is Edwards wife (Martha West Bryan), also Wit: Isabel Deal, 
James Lockhart and Lillington Lockhart.

“(there being nine Negros belonging to my Children, Some of which came by the death of their 
brother John Armour, the rest they hold by deed of gift)”

To son David, land I bought of Michell and Henry Kings.

Ann Bryan, widow of Simon Bryan. Division of estate (Sept. 15, 1766) between Jonathan Jacocks 
and Charles Jacocks, with Jonathan receiving Negro Jenny and Charles receiving Negro Argel 
(Angel). Inventory (undated) of the deceased. Records of estates, Bertie County, North Carolina; 
V. 02, Gammon, David Bryant.

Lewis Bryan, Father of Simon Bryan

15 June 1741, Simon Bryan of Pasquotank County, NC to Edward Bryant of Bertie County, NC. 
Sale of part of land containing 320 ac, in Bertie County, on the E side of Chinkapin Swamp, being 
a parcel of land given unto Simon Bryan by his father Lewis Bryan, by his last will and testament. 
Wit: William Weston[1], Benjamin Bailey, and Ephraim Weston, Bertie County. Film # 007510473, 
image 280/582, (pg. 267).

Note

William Weston, Master Schooner Unity. 8 Mar 1755. Merchant Marine, Port of Roanoke, Edenton 
NC. The North Carolina historical and genealogical register Jan 1900, Vol I, No 1, p. 435. 
Edenton, NC. {saved pdf} Possibly removed to SC, https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Weston-6000. 
Will 1747 Bertie, sons, Ephraim, John and Wm. Wife Catherine. Abstract of Wills 1690-1760.

[1] William Weston, Master Schooner Unity. 8 Mar 1755. Merchant Marine, Port of Roanoke, 
Edenton NC. The North Carolina historical and genealogical register Jan 1900, Vol I, No 1, p. 435. 
Edenton, NC. {saved pdf} Possibly removed to SC, https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Weston-6000. 
Will 1747 Bertie, sons, Ephraim, John and Wm. Wife Catherine. Abstract of Wills 1690-1760.
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Wife Martha - Executrix
Friends:

William Gray
Edward Rasor
Thomas Whitmel, Jr
Executors

Will
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November 14, 1740: LEWIS BRYAN of CRAVEN 
COUNTY to EDWARD BRYAN of Bertie County - 
457 £, 10 Shillings 300 acres - Part of a tract in Bertie 
County on the WEST side of CHOWAN RIVER 
beginning at EDWARD BRYAN'S line on the river 
side & so running out the woods - 320 poles - being 
part of the tract of land where JOHN HOWELL? Now 
lives & the plantation where EDWARD BRYAN now 
lives containing 300 a. WHICH WAS LEFT TO THE 
SAID LEWIS BRYAN by the WILL OF HIS FATHER. 
LEWIS BRYAN Wit: WILLIAM "W" WESTON, Jurat; 
SAMUEL OSTEEN "S”; August 1741: Proved by 
William Weston. Test: Benjamin Hill, C. C. (Bertie 
County, N. C. Deed Book F, p. 265)

...300 acres "which was Left to the said
Lewis Bryan by the will of his father" (not named)

..."on the west side of Chowan River beginning 
at Edward Bryans Line on the River side and so
Runing out the woods 320 pole being part of the
Tract of land where John Howell Now Lives & the
plantation where Edward Bryan now Lives"

Note above... 300 acres was left to Lewis Bryan
"by the Will of his father"

One Lewis Bryan died in 1718 or so (son Simon).
This Lewis is alive in 1740.

Chowan Co. Deed Book B #1, page 49, 9 
Oct. 1714

Henry Bradley of Chowan Precinct and his 
wife Katherine, to Lewis Bryan of 
Albemarle County, 300 acres on ye west 
side of the Chowan River, adj. Edward 
Bryans line, including houses, gardens, etc. 

Witness by John Bryan (his mark) 
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John Howell, Sr
to

Matthew Howell
340 ac
1741

begin x   WS Chowan River
    at River Bank, corner Richard Booth
W 320
along head line for breadth
then E to River
then to 1st

x
corner
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Booth
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