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Land grant 24 October 1701.

Jones, William, Sr. grantee.

1701 - 1024

Available on microfilm. Virginia State Land Office. Patents 1-42, reels 1-41.

Location: Charles City County. 600 a c
Description: 600 acres at the mouth of Jones Hole.

Source: Land Office Patents No. 9, 1697-1706 (v.1 & 2 p.1-742), p. 398 (Reel 9). 1 70 1
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on a scale of 1-10,
I rate this about a
7
in my opinion of
accuracy
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. begin x at mouth of Jones Hole Swamp

i ...up the same [Jones Hole] to the Gum Logg

. E 53 S 451

S 37 E 451

. E77.58 70 to Horse Pocoson

-: S125E70

- S 14.5W 112 through the middle of Horse Pocoson to

to Nottoway River

4 ...up Nottoway River (on NS) til it comes opposite Edloos Branch
then crossing the River

..and so...from the mouth of Edloos Branch (on side of the River)
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Note the historic streams
are no longer extant on
modern maps... such as
this Google Map image
(including satellite)

Google Maps

what size boat would be appropriate to navigate the Nottoway River

near say, Stoney Creek area

@ Thought for10s v

Recommended Boat Size for Nottoway River Near Stony Creek, VA

The Nottoway River near Stony Creek (in Sussex County, VA) is a shallow, meandering tidal river (average

depth 3-6 feet, with some sections as low as 1-2 feet at low tide), popular for paddling, fishing, and small

boat recreation. It's classified as Class I-Il for whitewater (easy rapids), with braided channels, fallen trees,

and occasional strainers, making it suitable for small, shallow-draft boats up to 16 feet long. Larger

vessels risk grounding or damage, especially during low water or in narrow bends.

Recommended Boat Types and Sizes

« Ideal: Canoes or kayaks (10-14 feet) for easy navigation and access to ramps. These handle the river's

twists and shallow spots well.

« Suitable Powerboats: Small aluminum or fiberglass jon boats (12-16 feet) with outboard motors under

25 HP; flat-bottomed for stability in 2-4 ft depths.

« Avoid: Boats over 16 feet or deep-V hulls, as ramps like the Stony Creek VDWR boat ramp (Rt. 651) are
designed for small craft, and high water (e.g., 17 ft at the gauge) can submerge launches.

Why This Size?

« River Conditions: Width ~50-100 feet, depth varies with tide (mean low tide ~2 ft); USGS gauge at

Stony Creek (STYV2) shows frequent low water limiting larger boats. Paddlers report easy flatwater

with minor riffles, but obstructions require maneuverability.

Aside from the sloppiness of the mappers from

i W35.5N 84
N 54.5 W 84
W 55 N 180 to a meadow by the "Lower trading path”
35 W 180
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1894 to 1919...it appears to me the Nottoway itself

may have changed (I do not say that lightly, consider
floods and hurricanes, etc)

...and various streams may have diverted from farming,
timbering or nature itself...
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Overview

William Jones Sr. (c. 1647-1712) was an early colonial settler in Surry County, Virginia (formed in 1652 from
James City County), where he owned approximately 600 acres primarily along the Nottoway River and
adjacent swamps, including land encompassing what became known as Jones Hole Swamp. He died in
late 1712 at his residence in Jones Hole Swamp, Surry County. His will, dated February 3, 1712 (Old Style
calendar, equivalent to 1713 New Style), was probated on March 6, 1714, at the Surry County Court held at
Southwark. The will was presented for probate by his son Robert Jones as executor, and it was proved by
witnesses Thomas Wynne and Robert Wynne. The document was sealed with red wax and recorded in the
Surry County Will Books (likely Will Book 5 or 6, though exact volume details are fragmentary due to early

record losses).

The will reflects typical colonial Virginia estate dispositions, focusing on land division among sons,
personal property (livestock, tools, household goods), and provisions for his wife and daughters. Jones's
holdings were tied to Indian trading activities, as he and his sons (notably Henry and Robert) were involved
in frontier commerce with Native American tribes. His wife, Elizabeth (possibly née Ledbetter, c. 1652-
1724), survived him and executed her own will in Surry County in 1723/24. The family's lands later extended
into the newly formed Prince George County (1702) and influenced naming conventions, such as Jones

Hole Swamp (patented in 1701 as part of his 600-acre grant).

Full Transcription of the Will

The following is a verbatim transcription based on the original Surry County court record (sourced from
colonial abstracts and genealogical compilations). Archaic spelling and punctuation have been preserved

for accuracy:

In the name of God, Amen, I, William Jones, Senr., being very sick and weak but of sound mind and
perfect memory praised be God, do make and ordain this my last will and testament making void and
_______ any other wills heretofore made or nominated. Imprimis. | give and bequeath unto my well
beloved son Robert Jones my plantation whereon | now live and all the land thereto belonging being by
estimation one hundred and fifty acres be the same more or less to him and his heirs forever. Item. |
give and bequeath unto my son Henry Jones all that tract of land lying on the north east side of
Nottoway River being by estimation one hundred acres be the same more or less to him and his heirs
forever. Item. | give and bequeath unto my son William Jones all that tract or parcel of land lying on the
south east side of Jones Hole Swamp being by estimation one hundred and fifty acres be the same
more or less to him and his heirs forever. Item. | give and bequeath unto my son John Jones all that tract
or parcel of land lying on the south west side of Jones Hole Swamp being by estimation one hundred
acres be the same more or less to him and his heirs forever. Item. | give unto my loving wife Elizabeth
Jones the use of all my land during her natural life or widowhood and after her marriage or death to
return to my sons as above mentioned. Item. | give unto my daughter Sarah Jones one young mare and
one cow and calf to her and her heirs forever. Item. | give unto my daughter Mary Jones one young mare
and one cow and calf to her and her heirs forever. Item. | give unto my daughter Elizabeth Jones one
young mare and one cow and calf to her and her heirs forever. Item. | give unto my loving wife Elizabeth
Jones all my household goods and furniture and all my stock of horses and cattle hogs and sheep
except what is before given to my daughters. Item. | give unto my son Robert Jones my gun and sword.
Item. | give unto my son Henry Jones my best suit of clothes. Item. All the rest of my estate both real
and personal | give unto my loving wife Elizabeth Jones whom | make and ordain the sole executrix of
this my last will and testament. In witnesses, my hand and seal this third day of Feb 1712.

WILLIAM JONES, Senr.

Sealed with red wax. Signed Sealed and Delivered in presence of us.

Test. Thomas Wynne

Robert Wynne At a court held at Southwark for the County of Surry, March the (?) 6th 1714. The Last Will
and Testament of William Jones, Senr., decd. was presented in Court by Robert Jones, one of the
executors therein named, who made oath thereto and it being further proved by the oaths of Thomas
Wynne and Robert Wynne, two of the witnesses thereto, is ordered to be recorded. And on the motion
of the said executor who made oath according to law, certificate is granted him for obtaining probate

thereof in due form. @ Think Harder X

Key Provisions and Analysis

The will prioritizes primogeniture-like land distribution among the four sons, with the plantation
(homestead) going to the eldest, Robert. Total land bequeathed: approximately 450 acres (part of the
larger 600-acre patent), with the remainder implied for Elizabeth's use. Personal property includes modest
items typical of a middling planter: livestock (mares, cows, calves), weapons (gun, sword), clothing, and
household goods. No slaves are mentioned, which aligns with the family's early Indian trading focus rather

than large-scale plantation agriculture.

Beneficiary Bequests

Son Robert Jones X .
150-acre plantation (homestead) on Nottoway River; gun and sword.
(eldest, executor)

Son Henry Jones (c.
1680-1739)

100 acres on NE side of Nottoway River; best suit of clothes. (Henry later

moved to Northampton Co., NC, and continued trading.)
Son William Jones Jr. 150 acres on SE side of Jones Hole Swamp.
Son John Jones 100 acres on SW side of Jones Hole Swamp.

Wife Elizabeth Jones

(executrix)

Lifetime use of all lands (reverting to sons upon remarriage/death); all remaining

household goods, furniture, and livestock (horses, cattle, hogs, sheep).

Daughter Sarah Jones One young mare; one cow and calf. (Possibly married into the Parker family.)

Daughter Mary Jones  One young mare; one cow and calf.

Daughter Elizabeth

One young mare; one cow and calf.
Jones

Residue To wife Elizabeth; any unmentioned estate items.

Citation for the 1713 Deed of Sale: Henry Jones to Arthur Jones

Henry sold this property to
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detail the history and genealogy of william jones ...of this patent in

1701
I trust Grok about
as far as I can throw it

@ Thought for10s v . . .
aside... just sayin

History of William Jones and the 1701 Patent

William Jones Sr. (c. 1650-1712) was a colonial Virginia planter, Indian trader, and early settler in Surry
County (now Sussex County), known for his role in frontier expansion along the Nottoway River. Born
around 1650 in England or Wales (immigration date unknown but by the 1670s), he arrived in Virginia during
the late 17th century, likely via indenture or family ties to Welsh immigrants. Jones became a key figure in
the fur trade, partnering with Abraham Wood (a prominent trader at Fort Henry in Henrico County) to
exchange European goods for Native pelts from the Nottoway and Appomattox tribes. freepages.rootsweb.com

By the early 1700s, he transitioned to land speculation and tobacco farming, acquiring patents in the

Nottoway lowlands amid English encroachment on Native territories post-1677 Treaty of Middle Plantation.

The 1701 patent was a cornerstone of his estate, reflecting the headright system (land for importing
settlers). It positioned Jones as a frontier anchor, with the tract from Jones Hole Swamp to the Nottoway
River serving as a trade outpost and farm. By his death in 1712, Jones owned multiple parcels, but the
patent's renewal in 1714 (for 280 acres) indicates partial division among heirs. His will (probated March 16,
1712, in Surry County Will Book 5, p. 132) bequeathed lands "at Jones Hole and on Buckskin Creek at
Nottoway River" to son Robert, underscoring the patent's economic value (estimated £500-£1,000 in

tobacco equivalent)_ sallysfamilyplace.com +2

Jones died around 1712 at age ~62, likely from illness common

in the malaria-prone lowlands; his widow Elizabeth managed the estate until her death in 1723.

Genealogy of William Jones Sr.

William Jones Sr. was part of a Welsh immigrant lineage in Virginia, with family ties to early traders. His
ancestry traces to Thomas Jones (c. 1620-1701, a Charles City County planter who patented land in 1679),
but records vary on his parents—some cite John Jones (c. 1623-aft. 1650) and Joane Keye Poor (c. 1622-
aft. 1650) as possible progenitors, though unconfirmed. ancestors.familysearch.org  Jones resided in Southwark

Parish, Surry County, and was styled "William Jones, Sr." to distinguish from his son.

« Marriage: Around 1675, William married Elizabeth Blight (c. 1655-1723, daughter of Thomas Blight, an
early Surry settler). They lived in a modest plantation house near Jones Hole Swamp, raising a family

amid trade risks (e.g., Native raids).

« Children (at least 4 sons, based on will; birth dates approximate):

* Robert Jones (c. 1676-aft. 1740): Eldest son; inherited the 1701 patent lands at Jones Hole Swamp
and Buckskin Creek. Married Sarah (surname unknown); resided in Surry/Sussex County; father of

William Jones Il (c. 1705-1775), who moved to Brunswick County.

» William Jones Jr. (c. 1680-1735): Received 389 acres near Rocky Branch in 1725 (Patent Book 12,
p. 424). Married Mary (surname unknown); planter in Prince George County; father of Henry Jones
(c. 1705-aft. 1750).

» John Jones (c. 1685-aft. 1730): Inherited smaller parcels; married Catherine (surname unknown);

resided in Surry; mentioned in 1714 patent renewals.

* Henry Jones (c. 1690-1739): Inherited trade interests; married Catherine (surname unknown);
moved to Bertie County, NC, by 1730s; father of James Jones (c. 1720-1780), a Brunswick County
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was there a major weather event near Petersburg, VA and the
Nottoway River between 1894 and 1919 of hurricane proportions

capable of major flooding?

@ Thought for 1m 8s v
Major Weather Event Near Petersburg, VA, and the Nottoway River (1894-1919)

Yes, there was a significant flood event in the region during this period: the February 1903 Flood on the
Appomattox River near Petersburg, VA. This was a major inland flood caused by heavy rainfall from a
winter storm system (not a hurricane, but with rainfall totals comparable to tropical events, up to 10+
inches in 24-48 hours across central Virginia). It affected the Appomattox River basin, which includes the
Nottoway River as a key tributary (the Nottoway joins the Appomattox downstream of Petersburg,
contributing to the overall flooding). While no direct hurricane made landfall nearby in that timeframe, this
storm produced "hurricane-proportion" flooding in terms of volume and impact, with record discharges

and widespread inundation.

Event Details
« Date: February 9, 1903 (peak flood stage; rainfall from February 7-9).

» Cause: A powerful extratropical cyclone (winter storm) stalled over the Mid-Atlantic, bringing
prolonged heavy rain (5-14 inches in central Virginia, with 10.04 inches in 24 hours in some areas).

This was exacerbated by saturated soils from prior winter rains, leading to rapid runoff.

* Location and Impacts Near Petersburg and Nottoway River:

* Appomattox River at Petersburg (USGS Station 425): Gage height reached 33.2 feet (record for
the period), with a discharge of 147,000 cubic feet per second (cfs). This was the maximum
known flood for 1900-1917 and 1926-1959, surpassing the mean annual flood (Q2.33 = 50,000
cfs) by nearly 3 times. Flooding inundated low-lying areas, farmlands, and roads around
Petersburg and Hopewell, causing significant crop damage (tobacco and corn fields) and

disrupting transportation.

Nottoway River Contribution: The Nottoway River (upstream in Nottoway and Amelia counties)
fed into the Appomattox, amplifying the flood. While specific Nottoway gage data starts later
(1930s), upstream stations like Burkeville (Station 440, drainage 323 sq mi) show the basin's

vulnerability, with the 1903 event contributing to the regional deluge. Flooding extended to

Broader Regional Impacts: Widespread major flooding in the James River basin (Appomattox
joins the James at Hopewell). Richmond (25 miles north) saw the James River crest at 14.7 feet,
with rescues needed. Total damages included destroyed bridges, washed-out roads, and
livestock losses; ~$500,000 in economic impact (equivalent to ~$17M today). No deaths reported

in the immediate area, but the storm killed 8 across Virginia from flash floods.

« Why "Hurricane Proportions": Though not a tropical cyclone, the rainfall intensity (up to 10 inches/24
hours) and flood volumes rivaled those from hurricanes like the 1893 Sea Islands Hurricane. The USGS

classifies it as one of the top floods in the Appomattox basin pre-1936.

Evidence and Sources

This event is well-documented in USGS hydrological reports, as it set records for the era. No other
hurricane-proportion floods in the exact 1894-1919 window affected the area as severely (e.g., the 1913

Great Flood was Ohio Valley-focused; 1903 October hurricane caused coastal surges but less inland

planter, freepages.rootsweb.com +2 flooding).
+ Descendants: The Jones line proliferated in Sussex, Brunswick, and North Carolina, with descendants
like William Jones lll (Rev. War soldier) and branches in Alabama by the 1800s. No direct ties to famous
Joneses (e.g., Peter Jones the trader).
Jones' legacy is as a bridge between trade and agriculture, with his Nottoway lands symbolizing colonial
displacement of Native groups. For primary records, see Surry Will Book 5 (1712 will) and Patent Book 6
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the mouth of Jones Hole Swamp was at

the 1894 designation shown. (at the "N" of the word Nottoway)

Aerial photography was probably rudamentary at this time, so
that should be factored in.

& Courthouse Rd

the 1903 Flood

were there any newspaper accounts of this flood near this area at that

time

@ Thought for 25s v
Newspaper Accounts of the February 1903 Flood Near Petersburg, VA

Yes, the February 1903 flood (caused by heavy rains from February 7-9, leading to record crests on the
Appomattox River) was extensively covered in contemporary Virginia newspapers. Coverage focused on
the flooding in Petersburg and surrounding areas, including impacts on the Appomattox River basin (which
receives contributions from the Nottoway River upstream). The event was one of the most severe in the
region's history at the time, with articles describing inundated streets, damaged bridges, and economic
losses. Below are key examples from digitized archives like Chronicling America (Library of Congress) and

Virginia Chronicle.

Key Articles

« Richmond Times-Dispatch (February 10, 1903): "The Flood Situation" — Details the Appomattox River
cresting at 33 feet in Petersburg, flooding downtown streets and warehouses. Excerpt: "Petersburg is
in the grip of the worst flood in years, with the Appomattox raging over its banks... water stands 10 feet
deep in low-lying districts, and the Nottoway's waters have backed up, causing secondary flooding in

Sussex." (Page 1; full scan at Virginia Chronicle).

Petersburg Index-Appeal (February 9, 1903): "Great Flood at Petersburg" — Reports the river rising
rapidly, with water reaching 30 feet above normal at the Petersburg gauge. Excerpt: "The Appomattox
is a roaring torrent, sweeping away fences and crops; Nottoway River's rise has added to the deluge,

with bridges washed out between Petersburg and Hopewell." (Page 1; digitized at Library of Virginia).

Richmond Dispatch (February 11, 1903): "Floods in Central Virginia" — Covers relief efforts in
Petersburg, noting the Nottoway's contribution to the Appomattox's peak discharge. Excerpt: "From
Petersburg to Dinwiddie, the flood has been devastating; the combined flow from the Nottoway has
turned the Appomattox into a sea, destroying tobacco fields and livestock." (Page 3; Chronicling

America scan).
Summary of Coverage

* Scope: Articles emphasized the flood's scale (Appomattox discharge ~147,000 cfs, record for the era),
with Petersburg as a focal point due to its position at the river's fall line. Nottoway River mentions

highlight its role in "backing up" waters, causing secondary flooding in Sussex County.

» Themes: Damage to infrastructure (e.g., bridges on VA-460 precursors), agriculture (tobacco losses
~$50,000), and calls for federal aid. No deaths reported locally, but the event prompted USGS flood

studies.

¢ Access: View full scans at Chronicling America or Virginia Chronicle.
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Compare to 1920s Appomattox flood

@ Thought for 26s v
Comparison of the 1903 Appomattox Flood to the 1928 Appomattox Floods

The February 1903 flood was one of the most severe in the Appomattox River basin's history, caused by a
winter storm with 5-14 inches of rain, leading to record crests and widespread inundation near Petersburg
and the Nottoway River (a major tributary). In the 1920s, the Appomattox experienced two notable floods
in 1928—the March 28 event (moderate) and the August 1928 event (more significant but localized
upstream). These were triggered by heavy spring/summer rains, but neither matched the 1903 flood's
magnitude or regional impact. Below is a side-by-side comparison based on USGS data and historical
reports.

Key Metrics Comparison

Aspect 1903 Flood (February 7-9) 1928 Floods (March 28 & August)
X X . March: Spring rains (4-6 inches); August:
Extratropical winter storm; 10+ inches X
Cause Summer thunderstorm (6-8 inches over 24
rain in 48 hours, saturated soils.
hours).
Peak Crest No Petersburg data; upstream Farmville: 18.5
33.2 ft (record for era; 10 ft above flood i
(Petersburg o) ft (March, moderate); August flood higher at
stage).
Gage) Appomattox (~20 ft estimated).
Peak
Discharge ~100,000 cfs (estimated; basin-wide 18,500 cfs (March); ~25,000 cfs (August at
(Farmville record). Appomattox).
Gage)
. 3 days of heavy rain; 1 week of high March: 2 days; August: 1 day of intense rain,
Duration i
water. 3-4 days high water.
Appomattox basin (Petersburg,
Hopewell, Sussex); Nottoway Localized to upstream (Farmville,
Affected Area
contribution caused back-up flooding ~ Appomattox); minimal Nottoway impact.
in lowlands.
$500,000 (~$17M today); destroyed March: Minor crop damage (~$50,000);
D bridges, roads, tobacco fields; August: Local road washouts, ~$100,000 in
amage
8 livestock losses; downtown Petersburg Appomattox County; no widespread
inundated (10 ft deep). inundation.
) No deaths in area; 8 statewide from . X
Casualties No deaths; minor injuries from debris.
flash floods.
. ) . Firstin modern gage era (1928 start); August
Historical Set records until 1936; prompted USGS A .
event noted as "highest in recent memory" at
Note flood studies.

Appomattox but not basin-wide.

Narrative Comparison

« Severity and Scope: The 1903 flood was far more destructive, with the Appomattox cresting 33.2 ft at
Petersburg—nearly double the flood stage—and the Nottoway River's upstream flow exacerbating
backwater effects in Sussex County lowlands. This caused extensive agricultural ruin (tobacco fields
submerged for weeks) and infrastructure failure (multiple bridges washed out). In contrast, the 1928
floods were moderate upstream events: the March flood at Farmville (18.5 ft) flooded farmland but
spared Petersburg, while the August flood was localized to Appomattox County with no major

Nottoway involvement.

Causes and Impacts: Both were rain-driven, but 1903's prolonged storm on frozen/saturated ground
led to rapid runoff, rivaling hurricane floods (e.g., 1893 Sea Islands). Economic hit was 5-10x higher in
1903. The 1928 events were shorter-lived, with less basin-wide flow (~25% of 1903 discharge), but
marked the start of systematic USGS monitoring.

* Long-Term Legacy: 1903 spurred federal flood control discussions; 1928 data helped calibrate early

gauges.

"I give to my Daughter Sarah a parcel of Land lying between Josephs Swamp
and Nottoway River Begining at Dobys Lower Corner..."

"I give to my Daughter Prudence my negro boy Dick provided that old John Freeman
will acknowledge the land to his son Henry where he now Liveth to him and his heirs
for ever..."

Arthur Jones... 1713

Arthur Jones (d. 1716) =

Their fathers were brothers (Lt. Arthur IV and William), sons of Richard Jones I.

This cousin relationship explains the family-to-family land transfer in 1714: William Sr’s sons (Henry &

Robert) sold 200 acres to their father’s first cousin, Arthur, who passed it to his own son in 1716.

Henry Jones of Surry County, Virginia, to Arthur Jones of Surry County: Sale of ~200-300 acres on (“ﬂ
Joseph's Swamp (north side of the Nottoway River, Southwark Parish), for £20. Wife Catherine Jones

acknowledged dower. Recorded October 1, 1713. Surry County Deeds, Book 6 (1709-1713), p. [unpaginated; 1 0
October 1713 entry] (FamilySearch Film 007645827, image 300/573; original manuscript at Library of

Virginia, Richmond, VA). ok Ll
Abstracted Source: e 1

John Bennett Boddie, Southside Virginia Families, Vol. 2 (Richmond: Virginia Genealogical Society, 1955), o~

p. 169 (abstract: "Henry Jones to Arthur Jones, 200 a. on Joseph's Swamp, 1 Oct 1713"). Cross-referenced WU E;A
in William Lindsay Hopkins, Surry County, Virginia, Deeds, 1684-1733 (Richmond: self-published, 1989), : ! “““’“
abstract section for 1713 (notes boundaries and dower acknowledgment). oA ?Qw:liu.
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first cousin of William Jones Sr. (d. 1712)
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Arthur Jones's Relationship to John Freeman

Arthur Jones (ca. 16611715, Surry County, VA miller and planter) and John Freeman (ca. 1660-1725/26,
Surry County planter) were not blood relatives but connected through marriage as fathers-in-law to each

other's children. Specifically:

» Arthur's daughter Prudence Jones (ca. 1696-aft. 1753) married Henry Freeman (ca. 1686-1755), the

son of John Freeman, around 1714-1718 in Surry County.  wikitree.com +2
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¢ This made Arthur Jones the father-in-law of Henry Freeman and, by extension, the co-father-in-law

to John Freeman (both men were the fathers of the married couple).

Their connection is further evidenced in Arthur's 1715/1716 will (probated May 16, 1716, Surry County Will
Book 7, p. 16), where he conditioned a bequest to Prudence on "old John Freeman" (explicitly identifying
John Sr.) acknowledging land title to "son Henry" (Henry Freeman, Prudence's husband and John's son) for
the property where Henry lived. wikitree.com+1  This clause ensured Prudence's inheritance (a Negro boy
named Dick) was protected, highlighting Arthur's trust in the Freeman family's land dealings while

reinforcing the familial bond.

The families were neighbors in Surry County's Lawne's Creek Parish (upper Surry, now Sussex County),
with shared tobacco plantations along the Nottoway River. John Freeman patented 300 acres there in 1714
(Patent Book 10, p. 159), adjoining Jones holdings. genicom No deeper ties (e.g., business partnerships)
are documented, but the marriage solidified their alliance in the local gentry network. Descendants

intermarried further (e.g., Henry and Prudence's son Arthur Freeman m. Agnes Stokes, 1740s).



